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How does the portrayal of adults in animation effect children? 
 
This essay will focus on how family interactions may be effected by the 
representation of parents in children’s animation. 
 
 To show this effect in its full worth it is imperative that research in the 
representation of adults in animation be conducted. This is important because 
“while stereotypes arise in part from children’s direct experience with older 
individuals, the media serves an important socializing function for many 
children, supplying them with images that can form, change and reinforce 
stereotypes” (Gerbner, Gross,Morgan, Signorelli and Shanahan 2002 pp. 43-67). 
Researchers also believe that individual’s attitudes toward older people are 
learned social responses that are a result of culture as well as well as their 
experiences (Hocamik and ~Ponzetti 1991 Kupetz 993)  
 
Regrettable this concern has yet to be directly addressed, although similar 
research does exist, in analysing portrayal of older adults.  
(Robinson,Callister, Magoffin, Moore 2007) This research found that although 
58% of older people where usually portrayed in positive roles, there were still a 
large number of negative portrayals and characteristics associated with older 
animated characters. With 25% of the characters shown as grumpy, 12% as evil 
or sinister, 8% as helpless, 3% as senile or crazy, and 2% as the object of ridicule. 
71% if the films reviewed displayed at least 1 negative trait.  
In a second research article looking at the portrayal of adults in advertisements 
they found that “adults appearing in a children’s ads are more likely to be 
portrayed as “bad,” “ugly” and “frivolous.” of which 16.13% presented the adult 
character as a cartoon and 24.73 represented them as a fantasy creature 
(Miller,Rome,Georgia 2005) 
 
 
This essay will delve into and analyse the content below, to highlight some 
affects which may occur as a result of protagonist and parental portrayals: 
 
 

 It will begin by looking at how a children’s cartoon can affect behaviour 
by analysing bandura’s modelling experiments.  

 
 Followed up by how people decide who it is ok to have negative feelings 

towards through status theory, meritocracy and Crandall’s research in 
judgement of stereotypes. 
 

 Then the investigation of how people view themselves in comparison to 
others being portrayed negatively by looking into stereotype lift. 
Followed up by Exploring why society would wish to create the 
idolisation view of an independent child, by looking at the theory of 
conflict perceptive. 
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 Cultivation theory and EET will be looked at to explain how peoples 

behaviour can be influence by persuasive intent; intentionally or 
unintentionally  

 
 How attitudes and expectations effect how a child views its parents and 

their interactions, by applying Snyder’s self-fulfilling loop research.   
 

 Slater’s research into how ‘fiction and non-fiction’ narratives will show 
how fiction can influence behaviour. 
 

 Finally it will conclude with how a child’s upbringing can play a carousal 
role in a child interpretation of animated portrayal using Baumrind’s four 
Parental styles and finish with Gernber’s mean world syndrome.  
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How cartoons can affect behaviour 
 
In Bandura’s Bobo doll experiment, which demonstrates learning of aggressive 
behaviour through modelling, one can see evidence of how a child will mimic 
physical and verbal aggressive behaviour after viewing television. (Bandura, ross 
1961)He also discovered that the same antisocial learning took place when the 
aggressor was a cartoon character ‘Herman the Cat’.(Bandura 1963 p5)  
 
Bandura’s study on social learning theory involved taking 36 boys and 36 girls 
between the ages of 3 and 6. Then dividing them into eight experimental groups 
of six children each and a control group consisting of 24 subjects. 
Half of the children were exposed to aggressive models and half to models, which 
were calm and nonaggressive. Additionally half of all children in both aggressive 
and nonaggressive conditions received same-sex role models, while the 
remainder had the opposite sex. 
Children were equally distributed depending on the ratings of their aggressive 
behaviour in social interactions in the nursery school. 
 
Individually children were brought into a playroom by the experimenter and in 
some cases also the role model. The child was then given some potato prints and 
shown how to use them so they would feel more comfortable in their 
environment and act more naturally. In the instances in which the role models 
were present she/he was also invited to engage in the play activity. 
 
In the original experiment the model acted out the instructed behaviour in the 
opposite corner of the room to the child, apposed to playing pre-recorded 
material through a television set. (Bandura1963) 
 
In the role models corner of the room stood a 5ft Bobo doll and on the table there 
was a mallet and several ticker toys, the experimenter then briefed the role 
model on the desired behavior.  
 
In the non-aggressive condition the model assembled the tinker toys and ignored 

the Bobo doll altogether. In contrast in the aggressive condition the model 

displayed acts of violence upon the doll such ass; striking the doll with the 
mallet, throwing the doll around the room and kicking it. While making verbally 
aggression comments; 
"Sock him in the nose" "Hit him down" "Throw him in the air" "Kick him" "Pow" 
and two non-aggressive comments, "He keeps coming back for more" and "He 
sure is a tough fella." 
 
After witnessing the behaviour, the children were taken to view a second room 
full of wonderful new toys; they were then allowed to play with the toys for 
around 2minites until they were sufficiently involved in play. They would then 
be told that these toys were very special to the experimenter and only special 
children could play with them however they are allowed play with the toys in the 
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adjacent room. The adjacent room contained a variety of used toys including a 
3ft Bobo doll. 
 
The results showed that subjects in the aggression conditions reproduced a good 
deal of physical and verbal aggressive behaviour resembling that of the models. 
Where as those in the non-aggressive conditions showed lower levels or no 
violent behaviour at all. 

 
(Bandura, ross 1961)  

 
In the Herman the cat portion of the later 1963 experiment, children were shown 
a short clip of a woman dressed as a cat in a colourful set with trees, birds and 
butterflies. For the duration of the clip ‘Herman’ repeated the aggressive 
behaviour mentioned in the previous experiment. The results below show how 
aggressive behaviour increased after the viewing, even when the stimuli are in a 
cartoon format. 
 
 Other than the content now being pre-recorded all other aspects of the 
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experiment remained same.  This shows how a children’s cartoon can affect 
behaviour, in this particular instance, aggressive behaviour was induced. 
 

 
(Bandura 1963 p5) 
 
If such intense emotions can be modelled it may also be the case that subtler 
negative typing of parents and underlying subplots, which portray parents as 
being very busy, stressed or absent, could have the effect of changing the child’s 
behaviour and attitudes. Through a process of “Assumed homogeneity”; where 
one believes everyone in a category is stereotypically the same (Rubin 2012), 
 
However the Experimenter-expectancy effect might have played a role in the 
results especially in situations where the role model interacted in play activities.  
This may also be true when the experimenter tells the children only special 
children can play with these toys, and then subsequently takes the child to the 
room containing the Bobo doll. Which may place the idea in the child’s mind that 
if they repeat the behaviour maybe they will allowed to play in the nicer room, 
and not the desired response of aggression having been removed for not being 
special.  
Children may have additionally been influenced by social desirability bias, and 
their need to be accepted by the adults. (Fisher 1993) 
 
The experimenter-expectancy effect are forms of reactivity whereby subjects 
improve or modify an aspect of their behaviour, which is being experimentally 
measured, in response to the fact that they know that they are being studied, not 
in response to any particular experimental manipulation. (Pfungst 1911/1965) 
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How we decide whom it is ok to have negative feeling towards 
 
Due to social desirability bias in self-reporting, which is a result of people 
wanting to represent themselves in the best possible light, (Fisher 1993) it is 
seen as an unreliable basis of research to simply ask people their views on 
sensitive topics as it may compromise the experiments validity (Nederhof 1985) 
Crandall’s research gets around this problem by ask instead; “do you think this 
stereotype is appropriate?” Using the point system visible below: 
 
0 = NOT OK to feel negatively toward these people 
1 = MAYBE OK to feel negatively towards these people   
2 = OK to feel to feel negative towards these people  
(Chris Crandall 1999)  
 
From the results of rank order we can see that personal responsibility, or the 
perceived responsibility drives how acceptable it is to have negative feelings 
towards a person. If for example a person is born looking a particular way, it 
ranks lower on the list (between 0-1) Where as if you choice to act in a particular 
way, it will rank higher (between 1-2). (Lambert 2013)(See Appendix 1)   
 
This carries over to the more modern views on the term meritocracy, which says 
that the choices, efforts and abilities of an individual effect how successful they 
will be in society in directly proportion. (McNamee, Miller 2014) (See Appendix 
2) 
‘If you believe in a world where meritocracy is possible then you must also 
believe in a world where is you deserve to get to the bottom you will get to the 

bottom and stay there.” (Botton, 2009) 
 
Therefore parents who are portrayed as having low to medium wage in 
children’s animation could be interpreted by children as what life will be like if 
one fails to realise their full potential.  
 
“Status characteristics theory “ much like meritocracy can further explain how 
the representation of status in media can also reflect and cause real world 
discrimination, “in general a status characteristic is a dimension on which a 
person may be ranked or discriminated.” (Rosenberg and turner 1990) the 
theory includes two methods people use to assign these status views. They can 
be used to show how children may see their parents in a negative light. The first 
‘diffuse status characteristics’, which refers to age race, gender and also wealth. 
Wealth and age being the key aspects children use to judge, e.g how well 
respected their parents job title is in the community and how long it took for the 
parent to achieve this level of career. And the second ‘Specific status 
characterises’ the qualities that attest to each individual’s level of ability (Forsyth 
2010) which draws back upon meritocracy.  
 
When a child believes ‘choices, efforts and abilities of an individual effect how 
successful they will be’ They still view themselves in youth as full of potential in 
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comparison to their parents; in the animated TV show ‘My little pony’ you can 
see this representation through an episode called “call of the cutie” written by 
Meghan McCarthy in 2011, in which one of the younger ponies is feeling 
disheartened about not yet discovering her true talents in life, this is shortly 
resolved when a character named ‘Sweetie Belle’ who also is yet to find her 
talent says “No, it means she's full of potential” and another saying “it means she 
could be great at anything” this is subsequently followed up with slightly older 
ponies wishing they were not stuck in their careers. 
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How people view themselves in comparison with others being 
portrayed negatively 

 
‘Stereotype lift’ is the performance boost or a feeling of superiority caused by the 
awareness of, and a comparison of self with an out-group, which is negatively 
stereotyped, Cohen and Walton’s extensive meta-analysis supports the existence 
of this phenomenon. 
In their research they concluded that unlike stereotype susceptibility, which is 
caused by positive in-group stereotypes, stereotype lift is triggered not by a 
positive stereotype about one’s own group but by a negative stereotype about 
another group. (Cohen and Walton 2002) 
 
A more recent study, which demonstrates the effects of stereotype lift, is that of 
the work of university of Berkeley. (Mendoza-Denton, Kahn, Wayne 2007) 
 
In which they took 186 participants of mixed ethnical backgrounds, of which 108 
were female. 
Participants received a press release, en- closed in an official-looking leather 
folder, containing one of four manipulations for the two studies. The first 
paragraph either confirmed an Asians out preform whites, or men out perform 
woman in math performance (Aronson et al., 1999), or disconfirmed it by 
asserting equal performance between the groups. The second paragraph then 
described research and testimonials asserting either that innate ability or effort 
were the most potent predictor of mathematical ability (Chiu, Hong, & Dweck, 
1997). 
Example: 

Study 2: men/women performance differences 
group 1: confirmed/entity prime (fixed mindset) 
group 2: confirmed/incremental (growth mindset) 
group 3: disconfirmed/prime  
group 4: disconfirmed/incremental  
 
Fixed mindset – Is the belief that ones’ qualities ‘intelligence and personality’ are 
carved in stone. 
Growth mindset – the belief that your basic qualities can be cultivated though 
your efforts. (Carol Dweck 2006) 
 
Following the reading of the article participants completed a math test of ten 
questions from Graduate Record Examination (GRE) practice tests (Robinson & 
Katzman, 1992). They were then questioned on how difficult they found the test. 

 
The results showed the favoured groups both (Asians in study 1 and men in 
study 2) Showed greater lift in preformed when they received confirmation of 
their groups advantage and were told to believe a fixed mindset (entity). The 
favoured groups also believed the task to be easier. 
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However the research did not show a stereotype lift main effect, as stereotype 
threat also was a factor in the experiment, resulting in female participants 
results to be lower that usually expected. A control group would have played as a 
useful tool in this aspect. It is also important to note that preconceived views of 
the entity theory may have affected the results.  
Stereotype threat is when performance decreases as a result of a negative 
stereotype is placed on the participant (spencer 1999) 
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How people’s behaviour can be influence by persuasive intent; 
intentionally or unintentionally  

 
“Cultivation theory” was an approach developed, to study whether and how 
watching television unintentionally influence viewers' ideas of the world. The 
idea of the research simplified being the effects or impact TV has on viewer’s 
attitudes (Gerbner 1976) 
 
Through qualitative data research in which children and parents were asked 
“how often is it alright to hit someone if you are mad at them for good reason?” 
Gerbner and his team discovered that heavier tv views were more likely to say 
that violence was an acceptable response. (Gerbner 1978 p199  ) 
 

 

 
 
Cultivation Theory 
Hawkins and Pingree (1983) 
 
Emotional-education theory (EET): is a more advanced version of the cultivation 
theory, which is nuance term for Slater and Rouner’s work in ‘Eductation- 
education narrative persuasion theory.  (Slaughter-Defoe 2012) EET may be able 
to explain how meritocracy, could be packaged intentionally as a persuasive tool 
in television and simply unintentionally creating a negative stereotypes of 
parents.  Slater and Rouner originally used an extended version of ELM (The 
elaboration likelihood model of persuasion (Petty & Cacioppo, 1986) 
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(fig. from;Petty & Cacioppo 1986) 

 
And then was specifically tailored it to the thinking of a narrative context, to 
demonstrate how the identification with characters and engagement or 
‘absorption’ with the storyline could predict the effectiveness of the persuasive 
subtext as well as of the narrative. (Slater and Rouner 2002 p174-177) 
Absorption is another term for the unity theory and is when the viewer chooses 
to suspend disbelief. And believes the content to be true, for the duration of the 
even. (Gilbert 1991) 
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Unfortunately this is a relatively new theory and little to no research in the field 
has been created to date. 
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What role do these negative portrayals play in society? 
 
Meritocracy may have many draw backs in terms of its effects on children such 
as; increasing the pressures of failure and lowering their overall self-esteem 
(Botton 2005) but according to the theory of conflict perceptive which states 
that norms are useful, pragmatic and serve some purpose and are created by the 
dominant classes to create false consciousness for the masses. (Marx 1963/ 
Gramsci 1971) Functionalistic sociology, utilitarian perspectives in economics 
and irrational choice perceptive in sociology also assume that the same 
usefulness is true of social norms. (Willer 2011)  
 
A strong independent protagonist, who succeeds in life regardless of an absence 
of a parental figure, may be viewed as useful to societal needs. To maintain the 
idealisation of the rich, which motivates people to strive for success, 
subsequently causing the side effect of the segregation of the lower working 
class, and weakening the parent-children bound. 
 
For example for older people this could be considered true under the conflict 
theory, which says competition over scarce resources lies at the heart ageism.  
Elderly people compete with other age groups for economic resources, power 
and prestige. (Glencoe 2003) 
This ageism is believed to directly influence the suicide rates of older white 
males. (See Appendix 3)  
Gerbner first theorized in his Cultivation theory; about how the mass media 
cultivate attitudes and values, which are already present in a culture. He believed 
that the media maintain and propagate these values amongst members of a 
culture, thus binding it together. In what he calls ‘Mainstreaming’ “As successive 
generations grow up with television's version of the world, the former and 
traditional distinctions become blurred.” (Gerbner 1976) 
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How attitudes and expectations effect how a child views its 
parents and their interactions 

 
The few researchers who do consider stereotyping with a view to situations of 
co-presence (to borrow Goffman’s term) tend to focus on situations in which one 
individual is simply perceiving rather than interacting with another (Locksley et 
al., 1980; Oakes and turner.1986) although there are exceptions such as Snyder’s 
work in the way in which stereotypes may channel social interactions. 
 
In his research he shows how social stereotypes have a strong influence on how 
we attribute behaviour and respond to it, He explains this as a self-fulfilling loop. 
People use stereotypes to predict future behaviour of an individual, and that 
influences their own interactions with the person, this influence may induce 
actions by the person that affirm the existing stereotype. 
 
Snyder 10 minute phone experiment used both male and female volunteers; 
Males participants received biographical info and a photo of the female (either 
an attractive or unattractive photo). The females didn’t revive anything.  
Before the phone call to the female volunteer the males were asked to fill in a 
questionnaire about their initial impression from the information they had 
received. After the ten minute unstructured recorded call both completed an 
impressions questionnaire.  
To finish one set of unbiased observers listened to only the female portion of the 
recordings and rated their voices qualitatively on a scale of "How animated and 
enthusiastic is this person?", "How much is she enjoying herself?". Another group 
assessed the male voices in a similar manner. 
The results showed that men who anticipated physically attractive partners 
expected to interact with comparatively sociable, poised, humorous and socially 
adept women. In contrast, the other men expected unsociable, awkward, serious, 
and socially inept women. 
The unbiased observers then also rated the women in the "attractive" condition 
different from the "unattractive" condition. "What had initially been reality in the 
minds of the men had become reality in the behaviour of the women with 
whom they had interacted. They also noticed behavioural difference in the men 
who interacted with women who they thought were attractive, displaying more 
positive sociable, interesting, outgoing and humorous attitudes than the men in 
the unattractive condition. (Snyder 1977)  
 
Of course this experiment only addresses physical appearance bias, and this may 
be more an indication of how humans are more pro-social with potential mates. 
And that men where being optimistic that the women would have more positive 
traits in preparation for the conversation; ‘assuming they were pre-informed of 
the phone call’ this can be explained with research of a speed dating experiment 
which used an (FMRI) discovered that an area in the prefrontal cortex called the 
paracingulate cortex buzzed with activity when participants found the picture of 
the person they would later meet attractive.  (Cooper 2012) 
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Meaning the reason they found it difficult to fault the attractive female was the 
result of brain stimulation not a social stereotype effect.  Although the origin of 
the bias is questionable the experiment still highlights how people’s perceptions 
of a person can affect how they react to the situation. 
 
If Snyder is right then it would suggest that if a child believes their parents to be 
uninteresting in engaging in play or reading activities, the child would be less 
inclined to ask a parent to partake in such behaviour because they predict the 
parent will decline the invite, the parent may interpret this as the child prefers to 
play/read alone and decide instead to passively obverse the child.  The child may 
believe their parents would find the activity boring as a resolve of 
underrepresentation of children and adults doing activates together in 
animations. 
When applied to education, the effects could be detrimental to a child’s growth 
as; Parental involvement in their child’s literacy practices positively affects 
children’s academic performance (Fan and Chen, 2001) Specifically reading 
activities at home which has a positive influences on reading achievement 
language comprehension and expressive language skills (Gest, Freeman, 
Domitrovich, and Welsh, 2004) 
 
Similarly Mackinnon-Lewis work, demonstrating that behaviour of both parents 
and children is affected by their expectations and or attributions about one 
another, and that both attributions and behavioural tendencies are influenced by 
the dyad’s history of interaction. (Mackinnon-lewis 2001) (See Appendix 4) 
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How fiction and non-fiction can influence behaviour and how 
upbringing can play a carousal role in how a child interprets the 

animated portrayal 
 
A variety of studies have also shown that information contained in fictional 
messages can influence beliefs about social groups (Prentice, Gerrig, 
& Bailis, 1997; Slater, 1990; Wheeler, Green, & Brock, 1999, Appel & Richter 
2007) 
 
However the research below shows how familiar social group fiction was less 
influential on beliefs, which begin to question whether the impact of the 
portrayal parents would have any real long lasting effect. With this in mind the 
candidates in the research were older and had a mean age of ‘38’ a child may 
well interrupt the information differently. 
 
In the slater experiment social groups refers to groups of people by ethnicity, 
region or religion. 
The participants were first given a manipulation check to determine if prior 
information was a factor in their beliefs, on a scale of 1-11 1 being never heard of 
them, 11-had a lot of impressions. They were also questioned using the same 
rating scale on knowledge acquired through TV or film input. 
The experiment then took the 24 subjects and gave them each one of 4 types of 
literature;  
The first, fictional information about a familiar social group,  
The second; fictional information about an unfamiliar social group,  
The Third a factual extract about a familiar social group and finally, 
The forth a factual extract about an unfamiliar social group. This is referred to as 
2x2 in subject design.  
 
The subjects of each group were then asked if 8 statements reflexing the 
contents of the extracts; were believed true or false (e.g “mountain people tend 
to live in extended families-that is with cousins, uncles, aunts and grandparents) 
They were then asked ‘how confident are you about this?’ on a scale of 1-11. 
A final question was asked to measure the involvement the participant was likely 
to have with the information in a non-laboratory environment, ‘how likely would 
you be to read this story topic if you came across it in a magazine?” on the 1-11 
scale. 
The research concluded that as expected extracts labelled as non-fiction, which 
were about familiar social groups had a greater effect on participant’s beliefs, 
unexpectedly messages labelled as fiction had a greater impact than those 
labelled non-fiction when the extracts were about unfamiliar social groups. 
Although beliefs influenced by fiction were held with less confidence, so may 
decay more rapidly. (Slater 1990 p 332-339) 
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A downside to the research is that 23 of the 24 participants were female, and 
that the results were also slightly skewed. The researchers also believed after the 
experiment that the labelling system particularly the unfamiliar fictional extracts 
may have had an impact, perhaps if the system was removed fictional extract 
might have as much impact as those believed to be non-fiction (Slater 1990 
p338) knowing whether the content is factual or fictional can impact the 
participants readiness to accept the new belief the same effect can be seen in   
Fixed mindset participants in the university of Berkeley’s stereotype lift 
experiment. 
 
(Slaughter-Defoe 2012) Uses the Phenomenological Variant of Ecological 
Systems Theory (PVEST) (Spencer, 1995). To highlight other variants, which 
effect susceptibility to believing negative stereotyping, and their interpretations 
of the events portrayed. 
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However upbringing could also be one of the most substantial contributors in 
the topic of parental portrayal:  
 
Viewed in Baumrind’s four Parental styles, (Baumrind 1971) which include 
Permissive Parents, Authoritarian Parents, Authoritative Parents and Uninvolved 
Parents. 
“Permissive parents” are warm and undemanding, they give into all of the child’s 
demands, and dislike the use of the word “No” research says that children of 
these parents believe there are few boundaries and rules in life. Viewing 
animation, which shows a child parents in the same light, with the animated 
child communicating demandingly or disrespectfully, may strengthen status 
believes resulting in stereotype lift, it may also result in modelling behavior like 
that of banduras research. 
“Authoritarian parents” on the other hand are the extreme opposite they display 
very little warm and are highly controlling. They are strict and disciplinarians, 
and are very demanding of the child to do as they are told with no room for 
debate. These parents strongly believe in meritocracy values themselves and 
believe that the only way for their child to success is to utilize every moment 
they are given, this will be more powerful of an effect if the parents are 
successful in the real world as status characteristic theory ‘Specific status 
characterises’ demonstrates. . These parents are already very cold to their 
children and if children of in this type of family do not see representation of a 
loving close family though television they may believe this behaviour is the 
standard. (See Mean world theory below) 
However if these parents have low wages they may view themselves as 
negatively and believe they are less important than their children, this may cause 
the effects of stereotype lift alone. The television further exacerbates the 
problem through the self-fulfilling loop subsequently lowering the parent’s self-
esteem and causing the child to be pushed further away. 
 
“Authoritative parents” are the best of both worlds they are loving but firm, 
encouraging independence while maintaining limits and controls, taking into 
account the child’s view points on discussions understanding that their opinions 
are valued but not always giving in. Portrayal of parents in animation may not be 
so much of an issue for children who are in this bracket, due to Slater’s research 
highlighting how ‘social group, familiar fiction’ is less influential. 
 
“Uninvolved parents” are neither warm nor demanding, minimising their 
interaction time and sometimes neglecting their children.  
These are the children who would benefit most from positive examples of 
parenting in animation, this can be explained though Gerbner’s mean world 
syndrome theory, the second part of his cultivation theory; 
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Data analysis of index of interpersonal mistrust measures the degree to which 
agree with the following; 
 
(1) That most people are just looking out for themselves. 
 
(2) You can't be too careful in dealing with others.  
 
(3) Most people would take advantage of you if they got a chance. 
 
The results displayed that heavy viewers ‘those who watch four or more hours 
each day’ are more likely to express greater mistrust than the light viewers 
‘those who watch under two hours each day’. In relation to others in the same 
groupings e.g women who watched more TV would rate their agreement higher 
than other women who watched less TV. 
 

 
 
If in television parents are not represented as easy to talk to or distant 
preoccupied or busy with their own lives to give children emotional support, 
children might believe the same is true in the real world.  
“Feel at risk that bad things will be done to you.” (Gernber 1986) could translate 
into feeling as though your parents will ignore you ‘self-fulfilling loop’. 
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Conclusion 
 
Negative portrayals in cartoons and fiction can influence our attitudes and 
behaviour according to the Bandura’s social learning theory, and Slater’s 
research.  (Bandura, ross 1961/1963, Slater 1990) This may be intentionally or 
unintentionally, as a result of the cultivation theory or EET. These Attitudes and 
expectations then effect how a child views its parents, and their interactions. 
(Snyder 1977) 
 
These attitude changes, due to the representation of parents, can be explained 
with Crandall’s research, which shows how peoples choices such as; ‘career and 
actions’ effect how we view them. Therefore if the portrayal in the animation is 
that of failure to live ones dreams, ‘Assumed homogeneity’ could cause us to 
believe all parents have succumb to the same fate. This may result in children 
viewing themselves as higher status in comparison, through stereotype lift. 
(Rubin 2012) which may improves a child’s performance in school and thereby 
self-esteem, but has the reproduction of causing a less positive interactions with 
parents. 
 
The negative representations may simply be due to how society looks positively 

on strong Independent youth; this is represented in child protagonists and can 

be used as a persuasive tool to change behaviour, according to EET theory. 

However as a side effect may compromise the depiction of family. 

 
However when we apply the previous research to Baumrind’s four Parental 
styles, (Baumrind 1971) it is apparent that upbringing plays a carousal role in 
how a child interprets the animated portrayal.  
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Appendix 1 
 
Chris Crandall experiment: 
 
1.  Blind people (.047)  
2.  Deaf people  (.053)  
3. Mentally retarded people (.053) 
4. Members of a bowling league  (.113) 
5. Black Americans  (.12O) 
6. Jews  (.120) 
7. Hispanics  (.141) 
8. Asian Americans  (.147) 
9. Canadians  (.148) 
10. Ugly People  (.193) 
11. Cat owners  (.220) 
12. High-School cheerleaders  (.227) 
13. People with AIDS  (.227) 
14. Fat People  (.228) 
15. Rap music fans  (.275) 
16.Traveling salesmen  (.313) 
17. Hare Krishnas  (.407) 
18. People who like country music  (.430) 
19. Lawyers (.460) 
20. Gay soldiers  (.520) 
21. People who call the “Psychic Hotline” (.560) 
22. Welfare Recipients  (.620) 
23. Feminists  (.733) 
24. Gamblers  (.733) 
25. People who go to Kansas State University (.653) 
26. People who smell bad  (.764) 
27. Porn stars (.967) 
28. Ex-convicts  (.980) 
29. People who cut in line (1.14) 
30. People who litter (1.18) 
31. Female prostitutes (1.24) 
32. People who cheat on exams (1.25) 
33. People who cheat on their spouses (1.64) 
34. Drunk drivers (1.82)  
32. Wife beaters (1.93) 
33. Rapists (1.97) 
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Appendix 2: The roots of the word meritocracy 
 
The word is derived from it’s original meaning ‘which describes a dystopian 
future in which one's social place was determined by IQ and effort.’ Coined by  
(Michael young 1958) 
Available at: 
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=e_rTyIMJR9kC&printsec=frontcover&dq=m
eritocracy&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FVSPUq79E6up7Aa524GwDw&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA
#v=onepage&q=meritocracy&f=false  
 
 
  

http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=e_rTyIMJR9kC&printsec=frontcover&dq=meritocracy&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FVSPUq79E6up7Aa524GwDw&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=meritocracy&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=e_rTyIMJR9kC&printsec=frontcover&dq=meritocracy&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FVSPUq79E6up7Aa524GwDw&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=meritocracy&f=false
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=e_rTyIMJR9kC&printsec=frontcover&dq=meritocracy&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FVSPUq79E6up7Aa524GwDw&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=meritocracy&f=false
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Appendix 3: Suicide rates from: national institute of mental 
health, September 1999. 
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Appendix 4: What is dyad’s history of interaction 
 
Roberts. N.A, Tsai. J.L, Coan.J.A (2007) emotion elicitation using dyadic 
interaction task p114  

 


